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33. jpwming wan — They brought the Tabemnacle. In this

39 /18-35 ; context, the word Tabernacle refers to the covering, not the

. * They made the Head-plate,
script like that of a signet ring, “HOLY TO HASHEM,
to put over the Turban from above, as HASHEM commanded Moses.

32 All the work of the Tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, was completed, and the Children of

gsl had done everything that HASHEM commanded Moses, so did they do.

ey brought the Tabernacle to Moses, the Tent and all its utensils: its hooks, its planks, ;
its bars, its pillars, and its sockets; 3 the Cover of
tachash skins, and the Partition-curtain; 3 the Ark
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,] 152 0 RABBI FRAND ON THE PARASHAL 3.

" IDRASH TANCHUMA MAKES AN ASSOCIATION
' that s hard to understand.

, k Commenting on the verse, “They brought the
Mishkan to Moshe,” Tanchuma (§10) states that many rules

the holy crown, of pure gold, and they inscribed on it with
"31 They placed on it a cord of turquoise woo,

red-dyed ram hides, and the Couver of
of Testimony and its staves, and the |

.
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were enacted to preserve peace (mipnei darkei shalom). For
instance, continues the Midrash, the prescribed sequence in

which we call people to the Torah — a Kohen first, then a

Levi, then a Yisrael — was instituted to preserve peace.

building, since they brought the unassembled parts to
Moses (Ramban.) )

The workmen could not erect the Tabernacle because of
its massive weight. Since Moses had not had a share in the
actual work of the Tabernacle, God wanted him to have the
honor of erecting it. Seeing how heavy it was, he asked God,
“How can anyone erect it?” God told him to make the at
tempt and the Tabernacle would stand on its own, as if he
had put it up. Therefore, the Torah states in the passive
voice, the Tabernacle was erected (40:1 7), to imply although
Moses tried to erect it, it stood up by itself, miraculously
(Rashi),
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What'does this teaching have to do with the Jews bringing
the Mishkan to Moshe? i
Mabharil Diskin_suggest a beautiful explanation for this
associatiorl. He begins with the question of why the people
brought the various components of the Mishkan to Moshe
rather than have Moshe collect the items as he needed them.
" Maharal Diskin answers that Moshe was hesitant to go col-
- lect from people, because he did not want to have to choose.
whom to g6 To first—He Knew that there would be people who
-would take it as an insult if they weren't called on to donate first.
" *Miprei darkei shalom, Moshe announced that everyone should
bring the _terns to him. This verse is therefore the Scriptural
source for all rules implemented mipnei darkei shalom.
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The Shemen HaTouv cites a practice among prominent
chassidic Rebbes: If a chassid wants the Rebbe to be mesader

kiddushin (officiate) at_his _child’s wedding, t'he%ch
must take place in the Rebbe’s courtyard.

uppah

Wouldn't it be easier to bring the Rebbe to the hall rather

than schiep all the guests to the Rebbe?

”

The reason they do this, explains Shemen HaTouv, is
because otherwise it would be impossible to decide howifar
the Rebbe will travel to be mesader kiddushin. Will he go 25
miles? 40 miles? What if the chassid is particularly close — will -
he bend the rules and go 50 miles? And what will that mean to
all the other chassidi’rp who consider themselves close to the

Rebbe if he doesn’t make the tfip to their chasunoes?

NIO avoid machlokes or causing resentment among the

chassidim, these Rebbes implemented a rule-that they

only

officiate at a wedding in their own courtyard.

“% Gadol HaShalom. Moshe Rabbeinu taught us that peace

is so important that we must give every one of our decisions

and actions fofethgqghtfto ensure that we don’t inadvertently

causg»svtrrifg__thé_t(cquldilgg ‘avoided.
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assembled and constructed. The task appeared to be beyond human
capability.

At that moment, Hashem revealed to Moshe that he would be the
ore o erect the Mishkan all by himself since he had not helped to
constructit. Moshe remained perplexed as to how he could possibly
lift the huge beams forming the walls until Hashem told him to put

his hand to the task and He would cause the beams to stand
themselves miraculously in place.
-~ Why was it necessary for Moshe to have a part in the physical
gonstruction of the Mishkan? Why wasn't his role as the intermedi-
ary, relating aJl Hashem’s commands, sufficient? And what was the
point of making it appear that he had lifted the beamns when, in fact,
e was incapable of doing so.

Meshech Chochmah explains in Parashas Yisro that no object has
intrinsic holiness. Only God Himself is intrinsically holy. 1t.is the
Divine will alone which imbues certain times, objects, ceremonies and
persons with importance. That Divine will is the Torah. The
significance and holiness of any object is only because the Torah

designates it as such, and its significance can only be understood
within _the framework of the entire Torah. Neither the Beis
Hamikdash, Eretz Yisrael, nor Kohanim have intrinsic kedushah.
Their kedushah is derived from the Torah and wholly defined by the
Torah’s parameters. :

When one attributes intrinsic holiness to objects or times, he is apt

to relate to them in a distorted manner — e.g., those who attempt to
lay cornerstones for the third Beis Hamikdash, disregarding the laws
of tumah g(;"Verning the énvirons of the Temple Mount, or who
defend the honor of Shabbos by ignoring the laws of muktzah, as
well as the Torah’s guidelines of how to protest and give rebuke.

“ For this reason the Mishkan could only be erected by Mashe. He

men Sw

represented the Torah, and only the authority of Torah could invest
the Mishkan with' the sanctity to serve as the dwe
Hashem. Though the Torah itself emanates Ffrom Hashem, Hashem
entrusts the Torah leaders of the generation with His Torah, and it is
through them that its directives are given.

After the initial construction of the Mishkan, Moshe proceeded to

ling place of ,

wisdom] is in fact demalishing, and the demolishing of the aged [ie,,
those filled with Torah wisdom] is in fact building” (Megittah 31b).
Or as the Tosefta (Avodah Zarah, Chapter 1) puts it: “If children or
fools, tell you to Bujld the Beis Bhamikdash, do not listen to them, and
if the Sages tell you to demolish the Beis Hamikdash; listen to them.”

The power of our Torah Sages to create the environment necessary
t& bring God's Presence to Klal Yisrael sometimes ‘necessitates that
they do what appears to the untutored eyes to be counterproductive
and destructive. But we must learn from*Moshe that even disman-
tling the Mishkan when done by the Torah authorities is ultimately
the only protection of its sanctity. Flashem instructed Moshe to
construct and dismantle the Mishkan for seven days to instill in Klal
Yisrael the quality of emunas chachamim (faith in the Torah Sages).
Emunas chachamim is the-very foundation of Torah, for without it

the authentic transmission of Torah from generation to generation is
impossible.
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»

CCORDING TO THE MIDRASH, JHE BOARDS OF THE
Mishkan were so heavy that the people could not
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hold them up erect next to each other long enough for
them to assemble the Mishkan. They kept toppling over. In

frustration, the people brought all the boards and poles to

Moshe, and he assembled it with miraculgus strength that

Hashem granted him especially for this purpose. ' _

The Torah, however, states that the Jewish people

“brought the Mishkan to Moshe.” This would seem to imply

that they brought him a completely assembled Mishkan.

How can the Midrash be reconciled with these words?

When the time came to assemble the Mishkan, the
Jewish people made every effort to do jt by themselves.

Sweat p‘@ring'from g;,heir brows, veins bulging on their fore- '

heads, they strained and they pushed those heavy boards
with all their might, but they could not erect the Mishkan. It

was simply beyond them, and they had'no choice but to turn
to Moshe for help. .

=LLat tey | oroughnt th
Mishkan to Moshe,” because that is what they intended to do
band what they tried to do with all their hearts. Hashem con-
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sidered it as if they had.erected the Mishkan themselves, and
He rewarded them. Therefore, they “rejoiced on the final day.”

3C

) Regarding this same Versé,'the Midrash quotes from
Mishlei (31:25), “Might and splendor are her garments, and
she will rejoice on the final day.” The Midrash goes on to
illustrate this idea with a story concerning Rabbi Abahu's
departure from this world. On the threshold, he was shown
all the reward that awaited him in the World to Come, and he
remarked with astonishment, “All of this is for Abahu? |

thought | had been toiling in vain, and now | see | have a
great portion in the World to Come!” .

. What point is the Midrash making by bringing this story in

connection to the erection of the Mishkan? And how do we

understand Rabbi Abahu’s surprise? Did he really expect that -

M ,0Y Y21 ooays whww opn 1 N
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having spent his life learning Torah and doing mitzvos he
would not be rewarded in the World to Come? Did he really
think he was laboring in vain? :




2N

yThis is what Rabbi Abahu was saying, “There were sc
many_times_in_my life when | tried, | made the effort, but
was not successful. | had assumed that on these occasion:
my efforts had been in vain. Now [ see that | have beet
rewarded even for my intentions, for my efforts, even whei

they were unsuccessful.” Therefore, Rabbi Abahu “rejoicec
on the final day.”

33
Rav Shlomo Breuer explains that Judaism is a deed-orient-
ed religion. It is not enough to say, “l am a Jew at heart.”
Deeds are what count, leafning Torakh, T)erformin'g mitzuos,
doing chessed. Bein% a Jew is about doing, from the moment
we arise until the moment we go to bed. Our religion is not one
of sentiment, it is one of deed.
At the same time, however, intent also plays a great role
. In_Judaism. If someone is preverited by circumstances
beyond his control from doing a mitzbah, the Torah consid-
ers it as if he had done the mitzvah (maaleh alav hakasuv
k'ilu asahu). Judaism demands deeds but not necessarily
results. As long as a_Jew puts in the honest and sincere
effort, he is rewarded even if he is not successful. Hashem
considers his intentions as deeds.
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